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1. Introduction 
Two days ago I posted “Damn Satellite” which is described and linked below. 

It was just three years ago. Jerry Brown was in his second Governorship, and was in a 
running battle with the then president (I forget his name).  

California Gov. Jerry Brown started the week by signing a pair of actions to get his state 
to use nothing but electric power drawn from green sources like wind and solar by 2045. 
He ended the week Friday with a surprise: The state would launch its “own damn 
satellite” to track down greenhouse gas emitters who fuel global warming. 

“In California, with science under attack, in fact we’re under attack by a lot of people, 
including Donald Trump. But the climate threat still keeps growing,” Brown told delegates 
at Moscone Convention Center, near the city’s financial district. “With science still under 
attack, we’re going to launch our own satellite, our own damn satellite, to figure out 
where the pollution is.” 

Now California and other like-minded organizations have put together a consortium to 
launch our “damn satellite,” and this includes funding. The program is called Carbon 
Mapper… 

https://energycentral.com/c/ec/damn-satellite  

It occurred to me as I was final proofing the above described paper, that Carbon Mapper 
enables a suggestion that I made in a post almost exactly two years ago. I am repeating 
that suggestion below. The entire post is described and linked below. 

Meaningful Change, Part 1 contains: 

 Some recent information about where climate change is going, especially sea 
level rise. 

 How successful California has been in meeting its climate-related goals. 

 Suggestions about how we might combine trade and climate change in a way 
that strongly encourages all nations to move in a direction that avoids future 
disruptions from both. 

 Some ideas to protect and share intellectual property. 

https://www.energycentral.com/c/cp/meaningful-change-%E2%80%93-part-1  

2. Title Suggestion 
Note: the text below is only edited for context. A few separate comments (in brackets) 
are added to link this text to “Damn Satellite”. 

Trade is really complex. Trade and dealing with climate change are really part of the 
same issue. Below, I will defend that position and make a few suggestions on how we 

https://energycentral.com/c/ec/damn-satellite
https://www.energycentral.com/c/cp/meaningful-change-%E2%80%93-part-1
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might deal with both challenges with one set of international policies. Because these are 
complex issues, please bear with me while I develop these thoughts.  

2.1. The World, Nations and Other Entities 
Virtually all of the people in the world are within some nation, so when we talk about the 
world we are really talking about a collection of nations. We (the world's population) 
share certain resources, including our atmosphere, our seas, our information and the 
international financial system. It is in our collective best interest to assure that this 
sharing is done under a set of fair international regulations in order to avoid unexpected 
conflicts and assure that this is done for the benefit of all people. 

I do not believe that a particular nation, group of nations or group of entities that reside in 
one or more nations has the right to dictate how any other nation rules or interacts with 
the entities within that nation.  

Although nations interfering in the affairs of other nations are common, I don't believe 
that this is correct, although I don't intend to deal with that issue herein. 

Nations do have the right to form bilateral or multilateral agreements with other nations 
to resolve various issues. 

2.2. Suggested System 
In consideration of the above, the following is a minimal description of a system that 
might work: 

 Each nation should submit an inventory of any emissions of harmful substances 
into the atmosphere, oceans or rivers (etc.) that flow into the oceans. These 
substances should include: greenhouse gases, airborne or waterborne 
substances that harm or materially change animal-life (including humans) or 
plant-life in the common ocean, atmosphere or those in other nations. 

 These inventories will be confirmed by an international group of experts on these 
substances and their effects (see below) using space-based monitoring, 
monitoring in international ocean waters, and in the atmosphere over 
international waters or cooperating nations. 

{The hyperspectral sensors launched by the Carbon Mapper program appear to 
be capable of detecting, quantifying and differentiating “…greenhouse gases, 
airborne or waterborne substances that harm or materially change animal- or 
plant-life in the common ocean, atmosphere or those in other nations…”} 

 The nations of the world should meet and reach the following agreements. This 
meeting will be under the supervision of a new or existing international 
organization: 

o A formula for any nation (all nations or virtually all nations) that is emitting 
harmful substances to establish a schedule to reduce and cease these 
emissions. This formula will be as simple as possible while being realistic, 
fair and equitable. Schedule for a specific nation will be called "Harmful 
Emissions Reduction Schedule" (HERS). 
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o A formula for attaching a minimum and maximum tariff on exported goods 
for any nation that does not meet the schedule described in the prior 
bullet. Tariff will be called "Harmful Emissions Noncompliance Tariff", 
(HENT). 

o A panel of harmful substances monitoring experts will be defined (Harmful 
Substances Independent Panel of Experts or HSIPE). 

{The management of Carbon Mapper could evolve to HSIPE, or become 
part of HSIPE.} 

 HERS will be established for each nation in consultation between that nation and. 
HSIPE. This process will be reviewed and approved by the international 
organization mentioned in the prior bullet. 

 Each nation not meeting their HERS will have a HENT applied. Each trading 
partner of a nation with HENT will use HENT's lower and upper rates to establish 
the tariffs on goods imported by each HENT-applied nation to that trading 
partner. Trading partners are free to negotiate specific tariffs between the lower 
and upper rate. 

Two things: (1) I've kept the above description as lean as possible, while conveying the 
general idea, and (2) even though I hate acronyms, I've used a few in the above in order 
to (hopefully) keep the text more understandable. 


