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1. Introduction 
First of all, I am an electrical engineer, not a medical doctor or any flavor of medical or 
biological scientist. But I have unique access to a number of excellent information 
resources, including the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).  

Thus I will not “write” this post, but instead provide a few brief comments with links to 
open articles, primarily from AAAS. Thus this will be very short. 

The link below is to an excellent short summary of the current situation. 

https://www.sciencemagazinedigital.org/sciencemagazine/20_march_2020/MobilePaged
Article.action?articleId=1570452&app=false#articleId1570452  

Comment: Especially read the section called “No Endgame”. The SARS-CoV-2 (the 
virus that causes COVID-19) is novel. That is we (the human race) had never been 
exposed to it before it emerged a few months ago in China. Thus the only way that 
anyone can gain immunity is by getting COVID-19. If you are young, this is usually not a 
big problem, but if you are old (like me), and/or have a compromised immune or 
respiratory systems, it could be a death sentence. It will take years to develop full “herd 
immunity”, unless we develop a vaccine and/or antiviral medications. Given the current 
panic, the latter is likely, but expect six months to a year, and don’t be surprised it the 
firsts products crash and burn (already happening). 

2. Testing 
If you read the above linked article, you will see that, unlike the U.S., etc. some countries 
(mainly South Korea, Singapore and Japan) did “testing and isolation” right. 

However, all SARS-CoV-2 tests are not the same. Read the article linked below. 

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/new-blood-tests-antibodies-could-show-true-
scale-coronavirus-pandemic  

3. The Limits of Science 
Science follows the Scientific Process, and I’m not going to attempt to describe this, 
because I’ve seen way too many definitions. However, I can tell you (1) it seeks to 
conclusively demonstrate what is true and what it not; (2) it is generally slow, and (3) 
attempts to accelerate it frequently result in unintended consequences (generally bad). 
Politicians, on the other hand… I’ll let you fill in the blank here. 

The article linked below expands on this. 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/20/science.abb8492  

Also, the article linked below is an excellent addition to the above. 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6483/1169  
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4. Modeling 
Linked below is a paper that describes a model that looks at the infections, transmission, 
and the effects of control-attempts of COVID-19. This is rather lengthy, but worth 
reading. 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/13/science.abb3221.full  

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/13/science.abb3221.full

